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The Word

“The Word:
A Light Shining in a Dark Place”

• Over 7000
languages today
• Evolution of
communicating:
Papyrus to 5G!
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Old Testament Prophets

Isaiah 30:15 Tender

• ”Thus saith the Lord” appearing over 430
times in the Bible!
• Isa. 30:15 – “For thus
says the Lord GOD, the
Holy One of Israel:
• “In returning and rest
you shall be saved;
In quietness and
confidence shall be
your strength.” (NKJV)

For thus says the Lord GOD, the
Holy One of Israel:
“In returning and rest you shall
be saved;
In quietness and confidence
shall be your strength.” (NKJV)

Michelangelo's “Isaiah,”
Sistine Chapel, Rome.
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• “Thus says
the LORD God of Israel:
‘I brought up Israel out
of Egypt, and delivered
you from the hand of
the Egyptians and from
the hand of all
kingdoms and from
those who oppressed
you.’ (NKJV)

Amos 2:6
“Thus says the Lord: …
I will not turn away
Israel’s punishment,
Because they sell the righteous for
silver,
And the poor for a pair of sandals.
(NKJV)

Pharoah’s army engulfed by
the Red Sea, Frederick
Arthur Bridgman (18471928)
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Gustave Dore, Engraving, “Amos”
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Isaiah 65:24 – Faster than “instant” communication!

Mary Baker Eddy

Before they call, I will answer. And while they are yet speaking, I will hear.

• “The intercommunication is always
from God to His idea, man.” (Science and
Health with Key to the Scriptures, p. 284)

• “The Word of God is a powerful
preacher, and it is not too spiritual to
be practical, nor too transcendental to
be heard and understood.”
(Message for 1901 - p. 11)
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Martin Luther and
Guttenberg
• Luther translated the Bible into
German, an act that launched the
Protestant Reformation that changed
the world
• Guttenberg’s printing press made the
Bible, God’s Word, available to the
common man and woman without a
priest’s intervention.

1st Tenet of Christian
Science
• “As adherents of Truth, we
take the inspired Word of
the Bible as our sufficient
guide to eternal Life.” (SH,
p. 497)

Statue of Martin Luther
Wittenberg, Germany
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The Word – always
communicating what we
need to know

The Word and
Light
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Day 1 - LIGHT

Genesis 1:2

Then God said, “Let there be light”;
and there was light. Gen. 1:3

“The earth was formless and empty,
and darkness covered the deep
waters.” NLT (Gen. 1:2)
After light: structure, shape,
somethingness, meaningfulness.
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Day 4 Luminaries

The bottle:

• “God made the two
great lights—the greater
light to rule the day and
the lesser light to rule
the night—and the
stars.” Gen. 1:6

Only the

appearing and
expression of God’s
love and provision

• But God was not IN the
light they physically saw,
as other tribes believed.
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Light:

Day/Night:

The structuring
device of our
SPIRITUAL lives

The most
fundamental
structuring
device for
humanity
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No need for
detours. The
light gives us
shortcuts!
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Light lifts gloom,
depression, emptiness

The Christian
Science Nurse
knows what the
writer of Hebrews
understood!
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Is the heart a well left empty?
None but God its void can fill;
Nothing but a ceaseless fountain
Can its ceaseless longings still.
Is the heart a living power?
Self-entwined its strength sinks
low;
It can only live in loving,
And, by serving, love will grow.
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No
‘twilight’
years!

The Word of God
speaks loud and
clear when we
need it!

Instead:
new ideas of
productivity,
promise,
usefulness.
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The Gospel of John

Communion Hymn
Mary Baker Eddy

• “In the beginning was the Word, and
the Word was with God, and the Word
was God.” John 1:1
• This text links the Word and Christ in
existence, relationship and identity.
• Word = Logos (Greek)

“Saw ye my Saviour?
Heard ye the glad sound?
Felt ye the power of the
Word?”

Papyri manuscript fragments representing oldest
copy of Gospel of John
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The Link between the
Word and Christ

2 Cor. 4:5, 6
• “For we preach not ourselves, but Christ
Jesus the Lord; and ourselves your
servants for Jesus' sake. For God, who
commanded the light to shine out of
darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to
give the light of the knowledge of the
glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.” (2
Cor 4:5, 6, NRSV)

• …“The true idea voicing good,
the divine message from God to
men speaking to the human
consciousness.”
(Science and Health with Key to
the Scriptures, Mary Baker
Eddy, p. 332)

• Remember, our Message is not about
ourselves; we’re proclaiming Jesus Christ,
the Master. It started when God said,
“Light up the darkness!” and our lives
filled up with light as we saw and
understood God in the face of Christ, all
bright and beautiful.” (The Message)

• The Word = the Message
• Christ = the Messenger
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2nd Peter 1:18,19
“We actually heard that voice
speaking from Heaven …. The word
of prophecy was fulfilled in our
hearing! You should give that word
your closest attention, for it shines
like a lamp amidst all the dirt and
darkness of the world, until the day
dawns, and the morning star rises
in your hearts.”
(J.B. Phillips New Testament)
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